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Minutes of the Local Government

York, North Yorkshire & East Riding Housing Board

Held 1.00pm at Rural Arts Centre Thirsk
Monday 20th February 2017
1. Attendance: Cllr Richard Foster, Craven DC (Chair); Sarah Hall, NYSHP; Colin Dales, Richmondshire DC; John Craig, ERYC; Wyn Ashton, Craven DC; Sarah Thompson, SDC; Clair Shields, NYMNPA; Cllr Sam Lisle, CYC; Alison Fisher, NYMNPA; Cllr Ian Threlfall, Richmondshire DC; Cllr, Cllr Steve Arnold, Ryedale DC; Sue Walters Thompson, Hambleton DC; Cllr Richard Musgrave, Selby DC; John Burroughs, Scarborough BC; Helen Fielding, HCA; Julia Histon, York HA; Paul Lightfoot, Broadacres HA; Lesley Fargher, Ryedale DC; Tom Brittain, CYC; Helen Fielding, HCA; Cllr Bill Chatt, Scarborough BC Paul Newman, Barratt/DWH Julian Rudd, YNYER LEP; Jenny Wood, Harrogate BC
2. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Chris Metcalfe, NYCC; Carl Bunnage, NYCC; Cllr Carl Lis, YDNPA; Andrew Rowe, Scarborough BC; Madeline Bell, HBC; Cllr Brian Phillips, Hambleton DC; Cllr Symon Frazer, ERYC; Chris France, NYMNPA.
3. Minutes of meeting held on 12th Dec 2016
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record.
4. Community Housing Fund Update
Colin outlined the paper. Members discussed the uses of the fund and the proposal to pool 3% of the fund to support wider community led housing enabling activity via the establishment of a specialist Partnership Hub. Discussed to what extent the pooled resource might allow us to deliver on other, wider ambitions to have greater central capacity to accelerate housing growth. We also need to be careful about how this is spent and individual LAs have already secured cabinet approval on the basis that this will be used to specifically support community led housing. Need to consider what % of the overall housing delivery target could be delivered via this funding and what the identified pilot communities need and want from the fund to inform the use of the funds.
Action: SH to enquire why Selby and York did not receive any allocation. Consult with pilot communities around their needs.
Agreed: The Board supports the further development of the project via the Chief Housing Officers Group in line with the approach outlined in the report and the associated pooling of resources. York and Selby will be able to access the Partnership Hub and will consider making a contribution to the Hub in this respect.    
5. Housing Strategy Performance Q1&2 2016/17 Performance Update

Sarah presented the updated monitoring information on performance against the priorities in the strategy for Qs 1&2 2016/17, which now includes information on Help to Buy and unimplemented planning permissions. Members discussed unimplemented permissions, the need for more RP partners in the area to deliver the ambitions and the impact of labour shortages.

Actions:
· SH to provide more detail from newly released EPC data on new build house sizes by LA
· SH to break down implemented permissions by those with outline and those with full planning permission
· SH to share the Home Truths link with members (done)
6. Events for Small and Self Builders
Sarah outlined the proposal to hold smaller events, focussed around where self and small builders have interests. Sue WT outlined the plan for a HDC event to be held in  Easingwold in April.
Agreed: Members supported the proposed approach and asked Sue to feedback to the Board after the pilot event with a view to other LAs running similar events.
7. Housing White Paper

Sarah gave a presentation outlining the key elements of the White Paper and the potential impacts in YNYER.

Agreed: SH to coordinate YNYER wide response to the consultation on the White paper, which should include highlight the need for additional resource/capacity to accelerate delivery. The presentation can be accessed here http://www.nycyerhousing.co.uk/housing-board/housing-board-members/ 

Username: HousingBoard

Password: HousingBoard

8. Industrial Strategy Green Paper

Cllr Foster outlined the need for members to consider the housing issues and elements in the Industrial Strategy and to provide input to the questions around Pillar 3, 9 and 10.

Action: Members to feed comments on the green paper to SH by 10th March 2017, who will included this in the LEP response.
9. Housebuilder Feedback

Paul Newman gave a presentation setting out the view from a major house builder. The most pressing concern is shortage of skills, labour and materials The presentation can be accessed here
http://www.nycyerhousing.co.uk/housing-board/housing-board-members/ 

Username: HousingBoard

Password: HousingBoard

10. Housing Association Update 
Julia fed back on the current environment for RPs and the meeting with the LEP in November – the main points were:
· The sector is supportive of increasing supply but still reeling from the 1% rent cut
· Consolidation and mergers are a major focus

· The Housing White Paper was generally well received by the sector

· The National Housing Federation are focussing on 5 key areas:

· Supply and regeneration

· Rent freedoms

· LHA rent cap and the impact on supported housing

· Right to buy extension

· Risk and regulatory pressure on the sector around efficiency and value for money.

11. Homes & Communities Agency Update
Helen updated members on the current HCA programmes – a note of the feedback can be found here http://www.nycyerhousing.co.uk/housing-board/housing-board-members/ 

Username: HousingBoard

Password: HousingBoard

12. Syrian Refugees Resettlement Update
John updated members. Key in issues are:
· On target with arrivals and accommodation to date

· Arriving families are larger than anticipated and therefore a need for larger homes to accommodate in the private rented sector
· Challenge for LAs to accommodate households with more complex needs
John C fed back that the picture is similar in ERYC and resettlement is on track.
13. Section 106 agreement Task and Finish Group
Sue updated the group. Draft definitions and FAQs have been circulated for consultation and the group aim to have developed draft clauses and consulted on these by early Summer 2017.
14. AOB

None
15. Date and time of Next Meeting

22nd May 2017 Rural Arts Centre, Thirsk (upstairs room)
Preceded by YNYER Housing Forum meeting on the topic of “Local Authorities as developers of new housing.” 10:00 – 12:00
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