
In these challenging times, the RHE Team continue to work with local communities and partners to deliver new 
affordable homes, either through Rural Exception or Section 106 sites, or Community Led Housing projects, 
and there were 212 rural affordable housing completions at the end of quarter 3. Please get in touch with us if 
there is anything that we can help you with, from Housing Needs Surveys to site identification and 
pre-application advice - we’d love to hear from you (our contact details are at the end of the Newsletter). 
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Delivery Update

Welcome to this update from the North and East Yorkshire RHE Team. 
We miss being able to meet with you in person and hope that you find this round up from across the patch 
useful. We have scheduled dates for two virtual meetings of the Rural Housing Network this year in May 
(20) and November (18) - you should have already received an email with the link to the Teams meeting for 
May - if not please do get in touch with either Amanda or Matthew (their contact details are at the end of the 
Newsletter). 

Completions Year to Date 2020/21 
Total Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Forecast Affordable housing completions 371 39 75 94 159

Actual Affordable housing completions 212 42 56 114

The RHE Programme for 20/21 has now delivered 212 completed affordable homes up to the end of 
December 2020. This compares to 285 completed homes at the same time last year. The majority of 
the homes delivered are for affordable rent (144), with 62 for shared ownership. A total of 18 Registered 
Providers and some local authorities make up the list of partners that have delivered homes to date. 
Together, by the end of the financial year, we are forecasting 371 completions - which is in line with last 
year’s total of 370 completions. Considering the many challenges that partners have faced during the 
pandemic this is really encouraging news. 



...completions Year to Date 2020/21 continued

RP Completions 
forecast

Completions 
actual

Forecast 
S106

Forecast 
Exception

Forecast 
100% AH 
not RES

% Actuals 
v Forecast

York HA 24 6 12 12 25%

Broadacres 50 28 19 21 10 56%

Harrogate HA 0 0

Yorkshire 85 51 85 60%

Home Group 26 22 16 10 85%

Together 7 7 7 100%

Stonewater 49 22 49 45%

WDH 9 4 9 44%

HBC/Brace/NB/OM 13 13 9 4 100%

CDC 2 2 2 100%

Jigsaw 0 0 0 0

Progress 10 2 10 20%

Heylo 33 12 33 36%

ERYC 4 4 4 100%

InCommunities 12 12 12 100%

TBC 8 8 0%

Private Dev 4 4 0%

Hellens 12 5 12 42%

Guinness 7 7 7 100%

13 Group 13 13 13 100%

SDC 1 1 1

Accent 2 2 2 100%

TOTAL FORECAST 371 313 33 25

TOTAL ACTUAL 212



Work on this scheme started in 2007 following the Yorkshire Dales National Park’s (YDNP) call for sites.

An initial Housing Need Survey identified a localised housing need, which was futher substantiated 
following subsequent consultation events. Work with the Parish Council, developers and Housing 
Associations, on scheme viability led to Hartforth Homes (formerly Swale Valley Construction) gaining 
planning approval in 2019.

Prior to submission of the planning application, we held a community consultation event to introduce the 
community to the new developer, discuss their concerns and review the housing need. By this time the 
housing need had grown to 23; the identified housing need informed the design and tenure split for the 
current scheme, which is being developed in partnership with Broadacres. 

This scheme is providing a mix of eight two and three bedroom affordable homes, (two for rent and six for 
Discount Market Sale). The remaining nine properties are for sale on the open market and will bring new 
families into the area. Funding for 
the project is a blend of resources 
including Homes England’s “Home 
Building Fund”, Richmondshire 
District Council’s S106 money 
and Broadacres purchasing the 
affordable rented homes at Transfer 
Prices.

Work on site has continued 
throughout the pandemic, and 
dispite heavy snow the project is on 
track to complete in August.

Around the patch...
HAYFIELDS CLOSE, HUBY 
This is the latest rural exception site to be developed in 
Hambleton. Work has continued throughout Covid on 
this 12-unit scheme which lies outside Easingwold to the 
South of Hambleton.

This £1.8 million scheme, on farmland behind Huby 
Primary School off Tollerton Road, has come a long way 
since initial discussions four years ago. Need has been 
identified through survey work and this has informed the 
design layout and tenure mix. This scheme will provide 
two and three bedroom houses (eight for rent and four 
for shared ownership) for local people.

The scheme is being developed by Broadacres working with ESH Construction. It meets both Broadacres’ and 
the Council’s strategic priorities, ensuring local villages remain viable and sustainable for future generations. 

These homes are due for completion in early 2021 and have recently been advertised on North Yorkshire 
Home Choice. Lockdown prevented community consultation to promote the development, however, thanks to 
Huby Voice local Facebook Group we were able to use social media to keep the community updated.

Jess Box, Project Coordinator at Broadacres, said: “Making rural communities like Huby sustainable for future 
generations by providing more affordable homes is an important part of Broadacres’ vision to become the 
best rural housing provider in the UK, and we’re looking forward to completing this development.”

WEST WITTON, RICHMONDSHIRE



RYEMOOR GARDENS, HELMSLEY 

This is a Section 106 rural development in Ryedale that 
received planning permission in 2018 after lengthy 
negotiations, with the Section 106 being signed in early 2019. 
The site had been identified for housing in the Helmsley 
Local Plan which was adopted in 2015.

The site lies to the south of the A170 and is accessed via 
Riccal Drive. The site is drained by Spittle Beck and was in 
agricultural use prior to the development commencing in 
2019.

The scheme of 46 dwellings is a mix of market and affordable 
and the developer is Yorkshire Housing. The affordable 
units consist of 13 three bedroom houses and three two 
bedroom houses with three of the three bed houses for 
Rent to Buy and the rest Affordable Rent. The Section 106 
has an eligibility criteria which prioritises local people from 
the Helmsley area and then cascades out to surrounding 
parishes.

In November 2020, the Ryedale Rural Housing Enabler 
organised a leaflet drop around Helmsley together with a 
press release to publicise the affordable homes so local people were aware of the development. So far 11 
properties have been completed with the remaining five due to complete later in 2021. 

LAND OFF HINDERWELL LANE, STAITHES, SCARBOROUGH 

This is a North York Moors National Park (NYMNP) rural exception site now being built in Scarborough 
Borough. Although work has stopped periodically throughout the pandemic, this 12 unit scheme is now 
back on site with completion expected in autumn 2021. 

The £2 million scheme is situated on the eastern edge of Staithes adjacent to Captain Cook’s Close. A 
housing needs survey identified a need in 2015 so the RHE, Parish Council and the NYMNPA planners 
organised a tour of the village to identify a suitable site. Once the site was chosen, two open events were 
held so that residents could find out more about the proposal. The scheme had good support from the 
community with more people registering a housing need at the events. 

The scheme is being developed 
by York Housing/Karbon and will 
provide a mix of one, two and three 
bedroom affordable homes to meet 
local needs. They will consist of flats 
(four), bungalows (two) and two 
storey properties all for rent.

The homes will be advertised on 
North Yorkshire Home Choice but 
before then the idea is still to hold 
an event in the village during the 
summer for allocations even if 
Covid restrictions remain in place. A 
press release will go out to coincide 
with the event including coverage 
on social media and in local 
newsletters.



Do you occasionally struggle to find the right facts and figures to support the case for investing in your next 
rural housing scheme? Then a timely and well researched report published in the latter half of 2020 might just 
be the answer. 

Entitled “Rural Recovery and Revitalization” it was commissioned by CPRE in partnership with English Rural HA 
and the Rural Services Network and sets out strong and well evidenced arguments for investing in affordable 
rural housing as we continue to come to terms with the pandemic and its consequences.

Liberally annotated with graphs and diagrams it is able to demonstrate the economic, the societal and the 
fiscal arguments for new investment - both in the short term (during the construction phase) and in the longer 
term (when the units are occupied). Their headline is an estimate that each new affordable home can pay for 
itself and return an extra £54,000 to Treasury coffers. 

As we witness increased pressure on rural communities caused by the chaos and privations of lockdown this 
report offers a firm foundation upon which we can start to strengthen our fragile rural communities. 

“Rural Recovery and Revitalization - the economic and fiscal case for investing in rural affordable housing to 
drive post pandemic recovery” published by Pragmatix Advisory on behalf of CPRE, English Rural and the 
Rural Services Network October 2020.

www.cpre.org.uk/resources/investing-in-rural-affordable-housing-after-the-pandemic/

New report outlines post COVID hope for rural communities

EDGE VIEW, LONG PRESTON, CRAVEN
Long Preston is a small village located in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, in the Craven district of North 
Yorkshire. It is located within six miles of Malham Cove and Gordale Scar. Long Preston is a popular village 
within the District, as a result house prices are high with two bed terraces selling in the region of £220,000. 
For many local people who have lived there all their lives, this has left them unable to afford their own home. 
Their only option has been to remain living with family or move away to access more affordable housing.

The site at Green Gates Lane is an allocated site within the Yorkshire Dales National Parks adopted local 
plan. Having spent many years on the market with little interest from private developers the site was 
purchased in 2018 by Registered Provider Jigsaw Homes who decided to build a 100% affordable housing 
scheme on the site. 

Following a successful open day to enable local residents to register an interest in the scheme and also 
pass comment on the development, work began on site in mid-2020. 

The development will provide a mix of both shared ownership and rented homes, to those with a local 
connection to Long Preston. Constructed out of natural stone and providing both one, two and three bed 
homes the scheme is due for completion in Summer 2021.



Staff changes
We are really sad to be saying goodbye to Emily and Sarah, two of our long-serving RHEs, who are both 
leaving the Team at the end of March. Following Harrogate Borough Council’s decision to leave the RHE 
Partnership, Sarah will be taking voluntary redundancy, whilst Emily is off to a new role at Harrogate Borough 
Council. Sarah will still be leading on Community led Housing projects at Harrogate so we are hoping to be 
able to keep in touch with both of them. On behalf of the Partnership we wish them well and thank them for 
their hard work over the years. We are recruiting to replace Emily so hope to be able to introduce a new RHE 
for Craven to you soon. 

Community Led Housing Update
Following a procurement exercise in 2020, Community First Yorkshire (CFY) and Humber and Wolds 
Rural Action (HWRA) successfully bid to take over the REACH HUB and use the remaining local authority 
HUB funding to develop the HUB into a self-sustaining, community owned and managed HUB for North 
Yorkshire and East Riding. Having also secured funding from Government in February 2020 to develop a 
Community Led Housing HUB for North Yorkshire and East Riding, CFY is ideally placed to do this work. 
This now means that all Community Led Housing HUB resources are in one place. Sarah Hart and Angela 
Walmsley have been appointed as the new HUB Manager by CFY/HWRA. Sarah and Angela are busy 
launching the new consolidated Community Led Homes North Yorkshire & East Riding HUB. 

The new HUB provides an impartial service that enables and supports Community Led Housing projects 
throughout the area. The HUB:
 promotes community led housing and its benefits to all potential stakeholders and deliver activities and 

workshops to interested communities
 is the central point of information for the development of affordable, sustainable homes, throughout 

North Yorkshire & East Riding. In turn allowing community led housing to be seen as a realistic, viable 
and achievable option for housing and communities throughout the region

 champions community led housing, locally, regionally and nationally.

The Hub will take a collaborative approach, working with stakeholders to provide effective solutions for 
communities to help them deliver affordable homes for local people. Communities across the region can 
access local one to one specialist support encompassing all stages of a Community Led Housing project, 
from community engagement right through to build and live stage. This will enable communities to make 
an informed choice around all forms of Community Led Housing and deliver the scheme that best meets 
the needs of their community.

The HUB will equally support communities that want: to develop, own but not manage their scheme; 
those that would like support through development and to take ownership and management of the 
homes; through to communities who want the whole package of support, with the asset owned by either a 
housing association, or other appropriate body.

The HUB will also nurture positive relationships with key public and private sector organisations, and 
other community/voluntary sector providers of support whose resources are essential to the delivery of 
community led housing.

Sarah and Angela say: ‘We are currently in the process of developing a new website and a package 
of workshops which will be available from April. If you would like to stay informed about our progress, 
workshops or you are interested in working with us, then please contact us.’

Community Led Housing Hub Managers - North Yorkshire & East Riding 

Sarah Hart - sarah.hart@communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk

Angela Walmsley - angela.walmsley@communityfirstyorkshire.org.uk



Pipeline of schemes across the patch...
CRAVEN
Hellifield Rd Gargrave 9 units
Kendal Road , Hellifield 21
Green Gate Lane, Long Preston 16
Malsis School, Guisburn 4
Felstead, Low Bentham 4

HAMBLETON
Community Led Schemes
Matthew Robinson Trust - due to Start on Site 
early March - 4 units (Broadacres)
Brafferton - Group formed and constituted, 
looking at site

Rural Exception Sites
Hayfields Close, Huby - nearing completion 12 
units (Broadacres)
Osmotherley - working on identifying site, 
HNS completed and need identified.

HARROGATE
Community Led Schemes
Peacock and Verity Community Spaces, 
Masham - planning application submitted 
Knaresborough CLT - planning application 
submitted 
Housing our Community - Constituted, looking 
at a number of potential sites.
Harrogate Affordable Homes - Constituted, 
looking at a number of sites.

EAST RIDING
Community Led Schemes
Old School, Humbleton
3 x 2 bed houses; 3 x 3 bed houses (all AR)  
(Heron Educational Foundation)
Church Farm, Skipsea
2 x 3 bed houses; 5 x 2 bed dormer 
bungalows; 3 x 1 bed bungalows  (all AR)  
(Broadacres Housing)

Rural Exception Sites
Meadow View, Little Driffield
11 x 2 bed houses;  5 x 3 bed houses  
(Broadacres Housing)
Cowick Grange, West Cowick
4 x 2 bed houses (AR)  (Yorkshire Housing)

An exciting new housing scheme set against the rural backdrop of the plain of Holderness in the East Riding 
has reached an important milestone with the granting of detailed planning permission.

The scheme in the village of Humbleton comprises the refurbishment of an old school and associated school 
master’s house into four units for affordable rent alongside the provision of two three bed new build houses 
(also for affordable rent).  

The land and buildings are owned by a charitable trust, the Heron Educational Foundation, who have accessed 
Community Led Housing funding from the East Riding of Yorkshire Council to supplement their own resources.

The homes will be subject to a local lettings policy and will bring much needed new affordable units to an area 
that has seen significant social stock reduction over many 
years; indeed virtually no new affordable housing has been 
delivered in this remote area this century.

To complete their work for the community the Trust also 
plan to provide a new sports pavilion and village hall 
alongside the housing site once funding becomes available.

Work is due to start in late Spring following completion of 
the procurement process.

Old school to get a community led makeover in the East Riding



We are here to help...contact your Rural Housing Enabler:
David Siddle, East Riding call 07711 808298 or email david.siddle@eastriding.gov.uk

Amanda Madden, Hambleton and Richmondshire call 07572 228987 or email amanda.madden@hambleton.gov.uk 
or amanda.madden@richmondshire.gov.uk

Colin Huby, Ryedale and Scarborough call 01653 600666 ext. 43354 or 01723 232538
or email colin.huby@ryedale.gov.uk or colin.huby@scarborough.gov.uk

Matthew Brown, Selby call 07823 788027 or email mbrown@selby.gov.uk

Craven enquiries please speak to Jenny Kerfoot (JKerfoot@Cravendc.gov.uk) 
or Sharon Graham (Sharon.Graham@hambleton.gov.uk

RICHMONDSHIRE
Community Led Schemes
Askrigg Foundation - nearing completion 3 units 
Bainbridge Chapel - planning application nearing sign off, 2 units
Askrigg & Middleham chapels - identified as buildings with potential
Arkehgarthdale - group constituted, plans approved, site identified - 4 units (Broadacres)
Rural Exception Sites
West Witton - development progressing well, 17 units (Broadacres)

RYEDALE
Rural Exception Sites
Swinton - survey conducted at the end of 2020 with small need and 
site identified
Sherburn - 2 units with permission waiting for a start on site
Nawton - new RP negotiating with landowner for a possible phase 
3 on this site in the future

SCARBOROUGH
Community Led Schemes
Lealholm - (8-10 units) consultants helping the Trust with a layout to discuss with planners
Goathland - conversion of cottages owned by the Parish Council to two affordable units

Rural Exception Sites
Staithes - 12 units on site with completion expected in autumn 2021
Danby - one site identified for 6-8 bungalows and investigating another in Danby
Fylingdales - one site in Robin Hood’s Bay identified for a possible 15 units
Snainton - survey conducted in Dec 2020 with need and site identified
Lythe - cluster survey conducted in Nov 2020 with need and site identified
Hawsker - survey conducted in 2019 with need identified

SELBY
Rural Exception Sites
Cawood 12 units
North Duffield 10 units
Fairburn 10 units
Sutton 3 units
Beal 3 units
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