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Local homes ...

for local people

Rural Housing Enabler Programme
- 174 new homes in 2016/17 and more beyond
2016/17 was another very successful year
for the North & East Yorkshire Rural Housing
Enabler (RHE) programme, with a total of
174 new rural affordable homes completed
on sites across our rural areas. Of these,
155 were for rent and 19 were for low cost
home ownership to meeting a range of rural
housing needs.
In addition another, 815 rural affordable
homes gained planning consent in 2016/17

Success
Delivering
Affordable
Homes

meaning that the completions forecast for
2017/18 now stands at well over 200 new
rural affordable homes. We look forward to
working with our partners to bring as many of
these to completion as possible.
In total, the RHE Programme has delivered 780
homes, averaging 130 per year against an
annual target of 100.

Case Study. . .

Linkfoot Lane, Helmsley (North York
Moors)
Helmsley is a traditional market town within
the district of Ryedale and the North York
Moors National Park. It is an established
tourist destination and, with a population of
just under 3,000, it is the largest settlement in
the National Park. The site is located on the
eastern side of Helmsley, just beyond Carlton
Road on the northern side of the A170.
The site was identified for housing in
the Helmsley Plan and is owned by the
Duncombe Park Estate and the developer is
Wharfedale Homes. Planning permission was
granted in December 2013 for 20 dwellings on
the site including five social rented homes.

Number of homes: 5 affordable
Tenure Type: Social Rent
Type of site: Mixed market/affordable in the North
York Moors National Park
Property Types: Three 2 bedroom houses and two
1 bedroom apartments
Completed: June 2016

Continued overleaf...

Case Study continued...
The five social rented units included a
pair of one bedroom maisonettes and
a terrace of two bedroom houses. I was
agreed as part of the permission that these
homes would be owned and managed
by the Estate. Although the Estate is not a
‘Registered Social Landlord’ the intention
was to let them operate them as if they
were, with mechanisms incorporated within
the Section 106 Agreement to ensure the
properties were let according to the North
Yorkshire Home Choice allocations process.
Colin Huby, RHE for Ryedale District, worked
closely with the Estate Manager from
Duncombe Park to hold an event so that
local people were aware of the scheme
and knew how to register their interest in
the properties. The lettings criteria was
based primarily on the household’s local
connection and their housing need. The
allocation of the new homes and the rent
levels were determined by the district
council in consultation with the Estate.
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North and East Yorkshire
Authorities build again!
In and around North and East Yorkshire,
houses are springing up, built by councils
that have not developed their own homes
for many years. These are generally smaller
scale developments of high quality, spacious
homes to meet the needs of young people
and families in today’s ever more expensive
housing market.
Using their land and assets, both Craven and
Harrogate Councils have put redundant or
unsuitable garage sites to use - using the land
to provide homes for those who are in need
of affordable rented or shared ownership
properties. For many this is an opportunity
to take that first step on the housing ladder
which is just not available on the open market
due to high rents and houses prices across the
area.
Since April 2016 a total of six homes have
been completed with a further 16 in the
pipeline for 2017/2018.
In the East Riding of Yorkshire, the council
have embarked on an house building
ambitious programme using both Homes and
Communities Agency funding and their own
assets to deliver affordable homes for around
ten years. This includes schemes in rural
communities such as Keyingham, Burstwick,
Holme on Spalding Moor and Skirlaugh.
Currently a scheme of six two bedroomed
bungalows on a Rural Exception Site in the
coastal village of Flamborough is on site and
this will be followed by the councils first shared
ownership scheme in South Cave.

Plans are being made for our sixth
annual event to celebrate the hard work
and commitment of the Rural Housing
Enabler Network and look forward to new
developments and new ways of delivering
rural housing in the future.
This year’s event will focus on engaging
with rural landowners and community
housing groups to help them understand
the opportunities for them to get involved in
housing delivery and how to overcome the
obstacles which may lay ahead.

Burnroyd Avenue
Glusburn (Craven)
before and artisits
impression

Case Study. . . Community Led Housing in Hudswell
Hudswell is a small village on the edge of the
Yorkshire Dales, with just over 100 houses and
a population of around 230 adults. However,
it’s a place that likes to take the lead. In
2008 the village pub closed but the local
community would not accept this and formed
a co-operative and bought, refurbished and
re-opened it. It’s been open for seven years
now and almost 50 other village and town
pubs have followed in footsteps and taken
control of their local. The George and Dragon
was named by the Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) as the best pub in the country in 2017.
Like many rural villages, there was a shortage
of affordable houses to rent in the village.
This meant that many young people could
not afford to bring up their families there and
many older people could not stay when they
wanted to move to smaller, more suitable
accommodation.
Hudswell Charity was local established charity
that had endowed land and property to be
used for the benefit of the “poor and sick of
Hudswell”. For the past 70 years it had managed
and let three cottages to local residents in
housing need. It also owned some land which
was rented to local farmers for grazing. Over
the years the charity had built up over £100,000
of reserves from the rental income. In 2014, the
trustees recruited two of the leading members

from the group that had established Hudswell
Community Pub Ltd to help them take forward
their long discussed plans to build more housing
on the land that they owned.
The trust then:
 changed their governance structure to
become a Charity Incorporated Organisation
 secured grant aid from the government’s
community right to buy scheme to fund
feasibility and design work leading to a
planning application
 conducted a housing needs survey
(assisted by Amanda Madden, RHE for
Richmondshire District)
 held public consultation meetings and
secured the support of the village
 secured planning permission from the
Yorkshire Dales National Park for a three
home development to provide two three
bed and one two bed homes
 consulted residents close to the
development site and altered the design to
take account of their concerns
 secured a loan from the Charity Bank
 appointed an architect and a building
company.
The two bedroom bungalow
The homes will
be ready for
occupation by
November 2017.

now with it’s roof on

Community Led Housing Research Completes
The RHE and Community First Yorkshire
(formally Rural Action Yorkshire) were awarded
funding from the Nationwide Foundation, UK
Co-housing Network and North Star Housing
Group in 2016 to understand the potential
for new rural Community Led Housing in
North and East Yorkshire. Social Regeneration
Consultants, working closely with the RHEs and
Community First Yorkshire successfully raised
awareness of community led housing models
amongst both practitioners and communities.
This resulted in the identification of twelve rural
pilot communities across the area who wanted
to pursue community led housing schemes to
meet local needs.
Gary Hartin, Programme Manager from the
Nationwide Foundation said “We know that

although individual community led housing
schemes are often small, the energy and
commitment of local people and organisations
can create a big impact for the individuals
and communities in which they work.”
A set of resources to help rural communities
understand community led housing will be
produced later in the year and the pilots
and the research will link in with wider work
across the area, supported by the recently
allocated Community Housing Fund from
the Government. If you would like to know
more about community led housing, please
contact your Rural Housing Enabler.
More information and a copy of the final
report is available at
nycyerhousing.co.uk/community-led-housing

Royal Visit - HRH, The Princess Royal
Opens Affordable Housing Development
On a cold January day HRH, The Princess Royal
officially opened the 16 home Paddocks End
development in Garbutts Lane, Hutton Rudby
- an affordable rural housing development for
local households in housing need. The Princess
was given a tour of the development and
met many of the residents, before speaking to
members of the development team, Network
members and the RHEs.
Among the residents she met was Nick
Goldsborough,
who lives in a
three-bedroom
rented home with
his two teenage
children, Harriet
and Alex. He has
lived in Hutton
Rudby all his life
but after the breakdown of his marriage could
not afford to buy or rent locally.
The family had no option but to stay with family
in the village. He said: “The bungalow was
tiny, so the only way we could manage was if
my son slept with me in the box room and my
daughter slept on the couch. This lasted for
three years altogether, but it was the only way
I could look after my mum, hold down my job
and keep my family together.
“When I heard about the new homes, I
registered our interest and the difference this
house has made to our lives is incredible. We all
now have our own bedrooms and it feels better
than winning the lottery!

“Meeting Princess Anne was amazing. She was
so nice and Harriet got to present her with some
flowers, which is something she will remember
for the rest of her life.”
The final couple to meet the Princess were Ali
and Janet Rbah who live, with their children
Ryan and Sophia, in one of the specially
adapted three-bedroom bungalows.
Janet said: “We had lived in a small twobedroom house in Hutton Rudby for ten years
but we needed something bigger and couldn’t
afford one in the village until this development
came along.
“We really wanted to stay here as we had lived
here for so long and both children were settled
in local schools. I also have severe arthritis,
fibromyalgia and problems with my foot so as
my mobility decreases it is comforting to know
I will no longer need to worry about stairs and
that I will be able to remain independent.
“Living here has changed our lives so much,
more than I can put into words.”
Colin Wilkie, Chair of Broadacres Housing
Association added: “We are delighted that
HRH, The Princess Royal was able to open our
development and to speak to some of the
residents who, in their own words, have had
their lives transformed, by moving into the
homes,”
“We are very proud of what we have achieved
at Hutton Rudby; it is a very good example of
what can be achieved through partnership
working.”

We are here to help...contact your Rural Housing Enabler:
Emily Grogan (Craven) call 01756 706286 or email egrogan@cravendc.gov.uk
David Siddle (East Riding) call 01482 396115 or email david.siddle@eastriding.gov.uk
Amanda Madden (Hambleton) call 01609 767048 or email amanda.madden@hambleton.gov.uk
and (Richmondshire) call 01748 901117 or email amanda.madden@richmondshire.gov.uk
Sarah Close (Harrogate) call 01423 500600 ext58308 or email sarah.close@harrogate.gov.uk
Colin Huby (Ryedale) call 01653 600666 ext354 or email colin.huby@ryedale.gov.uk
and (Scarborough) call 01723 232323 ext 2538 or email colin.huby@scarborough.gov.uk
Emma Whittles (Selby) call 07976 071913 or email ewhittles@selby.gov.uk
Supported by Local Government York, North Yorkshire and East Riding

This information is available in alternative formats and languages
© Communications Unit HDC 2017 (1)

